
minister, to their family by saying, “This 
is a friend from my church.” I get it. I 
really do, but still I ask: Are you sure 
about this ordination, Anna?

I want you to know that I am sure. Not 
just about my own calling, but about 
yours too. I am so confident that I 
stuck with these weird lectionary texts 
for your ordination. I kept with them 
because they all speak about identity 
and the confidence that comes from 
being you.

First there is Esther. She is a Jew, 
an identity that she hides from her 
husband, the king. But when the Jews 
are threatened with genocide by the 
evil Haaman, Esther finds her voice. She 
risks her life to entertain the King, to 
ply him with good food and drink, and 
then admits that she, herself is at risk 
if the King executed Haaman’s plan. It 
is her courage to own who she is that 
saves them all.

Then there’s James, practical James, 
who gives instruction to the early church 
about who they are supposed to be as 
praying, singing, praising, anointing, 
forgiving, confessing, retrieving people. 
This is our work as individuals and as 
a family of faith so much so that we 
don’t have time to compare ourselves 
with anyone else. 
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Anna, are you sure about this ordination 
thing? All I know is that if the scriptures 
read previously had been a part of my 
ordination, I would have run. Risking 
my life to stand before a king as an 
advocate for others? Plucking out eyes? 
Cutting off hands and feet? This sounds 
more like an episode of The Handmaid’s 
Tale rather than words for a worship 
service much less an ordination! But 
there they are. Mark’s Jesus would ask 
you, “Are you absolutely sure you want 
to follow this way of life?” Because 
Anna, it will take everything you have. It 
will come before everything 
else that matters to you. 
Plenty of others have 
launched out in ministry 
without counting the cost, 
and as you can see, no one 
else is joining you on the 
ordination bench. The other 
thing is, if you succeed – if 
you really do follow Jesus 
– it will probably get you killed in one 
way or another. So don’t you want to go 
home and think this over? I would hate 
for you to get in over your head. (Barbara 
Brown Taylor, “High-Priced Discipleship,” Bread of 
Angels.)

I realize that I am being unnecessarily 
hard on you, Anna, after all, I know this 
road you are taking. I know what it is 
like to be the only woman in the room, 
to have people question you overtly or 
with a searing look in their eyes. I know 
what it is like when the pink ladies at 
the hospital ask for your credentials 
before they will allow you to sign the 
ministerial roster for free parking or the 
nurses will not admit you into ICU. I know 
what it feels like when they say, “I didn’t 
know Baptists had women ministers.” 
And I know what it is like when beloved 
church members introduce you, their 
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Dear Friends,
Thank you for wanting 

to read and study these 
thoughts more 

carefully. Please know 
that I do not take full 

credit for anything that 
may be contained within, 
because I may have read 

or heard something at 
some point during my 
pilgrimage and do not 

remember its source and 
thus, cannot give the 

rightful author his/her 
credit. I pray that you 

will find inspiration and  
encouragement.

Sarah Shelton
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Plenty of others have launched 
out in ministry without 

counting the cost, and as you 
can see, no one else is joining 
you on the ordination bench.



Which is the issue with the disciples in the gospel 
reading. Like we are wont to do, the disciples try 
to define themselves as who they are not. We are 
not like the fundamentalists; we do not worship like 
a happy clappy church; we do not 
restrict our membership. Oh, I am 
so guilty when Jesus says, “Don’t 
forbid the work of others! Whoever 
is not against us is for us! Celebrate 
the fact that a cup of water in my 
name is worth rewarding.” You be 
you. Let them be them. There is 
enough room. There is enough work. 
There is enough grace.

What is interesting is that the disciples have this 
one-upmanship conversation immediately after 
Jesus admonishes them for arguing about who is 
the greatest, which is, of course, another question 
about identity. Culture relentlessly encourages us to 
define ourselves through accomplishments, but there 
never seem to be enough honors, enough money, 
enough possessions. Dear Anna, we do not live by 
comparison, we live by incarnation. So do not live by 
scarcity believing that you are never enough. Rather, 
live with the grace that you are more than enough 
just like you are. You are enough or why else would 
we be ordaining you? You see, we are not ordaining 
you to put you in a position of superiority. We are 
ordaining you because in watching you grow in your 
gifts for ministry, we believe and desire to encourage 
you to be exactly who you are as God created you to 
be. Because Anna, just being you is enough.

Harriet Beecher Stowe was born in 1811. She is best 
known for the fictional work entitled Uncle Tom’s 

Cabin. Now a woman of her era was supposed to 
marry well, raise well-bred children, participate in a 
few charitable activities and be fondly remembered 
by all who knew her. Women were to write nice 
stories, not stories that would disturb the conscience 
of a nation. But Stowe told the truth in fiction. She 
told the story of how the brutality and injustice of 
slavery afflicted a family. Her book did what YouTube 
videos do today. The book went 19th century viral, 

rallying the abolitionists and enraging those with 
vested interests. The influence of Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
was so powerful that President Lincoln is reputed as 
having said, upon meeting Harriet Beecher Stowe for 

the first time, “So this is the little 
lady who started this great war!” 
(Bishop Michael Curry, “We need some Crazy 
Christians,” Faith and Leadership.)

You see, Stowe was born into a 
devout family committed to the 
gospel of Jesus in that they wanted 
to help transform the world from 
the nightmare it often is into the 
dream God intends. Anna, you are a 
product of this faith family who is 

also committed to transform a nightmarish world into 
the dream that God intends. This usually means that 
you march to a different drummer. It means caring 
when others care less. It means standing up when 
others sit down. And it means speaking up when 
others close their mouths. Sometimes it means being 
really different, even on the verge of seeming crazy. 
(Curry)

Apple Incorporated had an ad several years ago that 
used photographs and film footage of people who 
invented and inspired, created and sacrificed to make 
a difference in this world. Among the faces were 
those of Bob Dylan, Amelia Earhart, Muhammad Ali, 
Martin Luther King Jr., Jim Henson, Pablo Picasso and 
on and on and on. As the images rolled, a voice read 
this poem:

Here’s to the crazy ones. The misfits. The rebels.
The troublemakers. The round pegs in the square 
holes.

The ones who see things differently. They’re 
not fond of rules.
And they have no respect for the status quo.
You can quote them, disagree with them, 
glorify or vilify them.
About the only thing you can’t do is ignore 
them.

Because they change things.
They push the human race forward.
While some may see them as the crazy ones, we 
see genius.
Because the people who are crazy enough to 
think they can change the world, are the ones 
who [usually] do.

You be you. Let 
them be them. 
There is enough 
room. There is 

enough work. There 
is enough grace.
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So do not live by scarcity believing 
that you are never enough. Rather, 

live with the grace that you are 
more than enough just like you are.



Sane, sanitized Christianity is killing us. What we 
need Anna, is more Christians like you who are not 
afraid to be called. Christians crazy enough to believe 
that God is real and that Jesus lives. Crazy enough 
to follow the radical way of the gospel. Crazy enough 
to believe that the love of God is greater than all the 
powers and principalities. We need some Christians 
crazy enough to believe that children don’t have to 
go to bed sick or hungry or abused or ignored. We 
need some Christians crazy enough to believe that 
the world doesn’t have to be the way it often seems 
to be; that there is a way to lay down our swords and 
shields; and that each person is loved by God for who 
they are. (Curry)

Your job – no, your privilege, Anna is to bring Spirit 
into the hospital rooms you walk into and to invite 
Spirit to surround each patient with the healing 
presence of God. You will bring a glimpse of hope 
and joy instead of darkness. You 
will bring a tender touch when all 
else is pain, because you know 
who are as a child of God. It will 
call out the essence of God in 
them. Use your calling to reach 
across the fences of hate and 
misunderstanding that so many 
work so hard to build. Invite Spirit 
to walk with you and remain 
confident that who you are and 
what you have to offer will season 
the world with salt. Amen.

What we need, is 
more Christians like 

you who are not 
afraid to be called. 

Christians crazy 
enough to believe that 

God is real and that 
Jesus lives.
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