
Rev. Wyatt Walker, one of Dr. King’s Lieutenants, and 
also the architect for Project C (Confrontation), a 
campaign of nonviolent direct actions against city 
segregation ordinances, was in a staff meeting and 
jokingly said to Dr. King’s secretary, “When are you 
going to jail? When are you going to be arrested?” The 
others around him knew he was kidding, but Walker 
wanting to do a little poking and got this very polite 
response. She said, “That’s not my role. We all have 
different responsibilities in the movement. I know mine 
and I am glad you know yours!” Church, one of the 
questions this morning is how do you understand your 
role as a follower of the faith? How do you not forget 
what God has placed on your heart as a follower of 
God?

I am reminded of how we can get off track, lose our 
way, when the storms of life and challenges keep us 
down or detour us from where God wants us to be. Yet 
even the Disney company with the new look movie, The 
Lion King that is out now with new characters but the 
same themes remind us what is true. After Simba’s dad 
Mustafa is killed by his brother Scar, he does not return 
to Pride Rock but is led away by Scar thinking that he 
is responsible for his dad’s death. He wonders away 
and meets some new friends who tell him you can have 
no worries, in Hakuna Matata. But he gets a visit from 
a prophetic monkey Rafiki, who once raised him up to 
the pride as the young cub to his mom and dad. Rafiki 
asked him: “Do you know who you are? Simba you must 
remember who you are!” After Simba remembered and 
with some help from his buddy Nala he was able to go 
back and reclaim the throne.

In our scripture this morning, we see how roles are 
displayed with Martha and Mary as Jesus helps them 
to remember the importance of their functioning. Jesus 
is showing us how radical, or counter cultural, he is in 
describing for us in the scripture how he goes to the 
house of a woman and does some teaching. Rabbis 
did not let women sit at their feet because that was 
like being a disciple. Church, what can we learn about 

Jesus here? Who can we let sit or invite at our feet 
to learn? The word says that Jesus and his disciples 
were on their way and came to a village where Martha 
opened up her home along with her sister Mary. Now 
while Martha was playing the role of host Mary was 
sitting at the feet of Jesus listening to what he was 
saying. Martha was distracted by all the preparations 
that had to be made and she went to Jesus and asked, 
“Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do 
the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” Jesus got 
her calmed and said, “Martha, Mary has chosen what is 
better, and it will not be taken away from her.” It sounds 
like a little tif between sisters but tells a greater story 
for us in the Word and Work of serving Christ.

Mary and Martha both loved Jesus and on this occasion 
they were both serving him. But Martha thought Mary’s 
style of serving was inferior to hers. She didn’t realize 
that in her desire to serve she was neglecting her guest. 
Are you so busy doing things for Jesus that you’re not 
spending time with him? We should seek not to let our 
service become self-serving when we are serving the 
Lord.

Jesus did not blame Martha for being concerned about 
household responsibilities. He was only asking her 
to set priorities. It is possible for service to Christ to 
transition into maintenance ministry that is no longer 
full devotion to God. Ministry that is running in place, 
becomes rote and you can put a robot in a human’s 
place. This story calls us to remember that there is a 
place for both – word and work in carrying out what 
God has placed on our hearts. Mary chose the better 
part and what are we choosing during this transition 
period of the church? I know its summer time and 
Wednesday activities have ceased, but guess what, 
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there are a whole lot of ministry opportunities that 
take place after worship. Martha and Mary both 
functioned – this was not a time out but a time in 
with hospitality and sitting at the Lord’s feet!

Remember who you are Baptist Church of the 
Covenant. Know what God has called you to do! 
Participate and function in the body of Christ. Lastly 
be open to the radical nature of Christ working 
through you to make God’s will known. Amen!
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