
On the south side of Chicago where I grew up there 
was a lady in the neighborhood who we would 
affectionately call grandma. Grandma knew what was 
happening on the block, when it was happening and 
sometimes before it happened. Before the internet 
and social media we had grandma to let us know what 
was going on in the neighborhood and how we could 
perhaps be better neighbors.

Years later on the Public Broadcasting Channel there 
was a host of a TV program who would sing an 
introduction to the show that really talked about being 
a neighbor. He would sound something like this…..

It’s a beautiful day in this neighborhood
A beautiful day for a neighbor

Would you be mine?
Could you be mine?

It’s a neighborly day in this beautywood
A neighborly day for a beauty

Would you be mine?
Could you be mine?

I have always wanted to have a neighbor 
just like you

I’ve always wanted to live in a neighborhood 
with you

So let’s make the most of this beautiful day
Since we’re together, we might as well say

Would you be mine?
Could you be mine?

Won’t you be my neighbor?

Children have a way of putting the spotlight on how we 
can be caring neighbors. Our own, Avery Allen posted 
a letter being sent to Senator Doug Jones, where she 
says: 

Hello, my name is Avery Allen and I live in 
Vestavia Hills, Alabama. I attend Vestavia Hills 
Elementary West and will be in the fifth grade. 
I’m writing this letter to ask a favor of you. I 
want to create a law that states that immigrants 

should be allowed to enter the US legally and 
without harm and I would like to deliver it to 
President Donald Trump.

It seems to me we need better laws that would 
provide immigrants to enter this country safely, 
and legally, to work for money where they can 
live a normal life, provide for their families, pay 
taxes, and be able to pay for medical insurance. 
President Trump thinks a wall is the answer but 
a wall only keeps immigrants from coming into 
our country. We the people of the U S are not 
doing our job creating and supporting laws, 
that would let them come in legally. Why is 
there not a group of people that could sit down 
and create such a law? This seems very simple 
to me.

So I would like to ask you to create such a 
group to work out all the details. If we do that 
we need this group to send paperwork to these 
countries so the immigrants can sign them and 
send the paperwork to our country to tell us 
their coming so we can prepare for them.

If you need anymore help from me you can 
reach me at (and she leaves her email address). 
I would be glad to help in any way. I hope you 
will create this group and send a better law to 
President Trump to sign to help immigrants. 

Your supporter, Avery Allen.

This is what we find in our scripture this morning, a 
blueprint for being caring neighbor. The beginning of 
this blue print comes about when the word says an 
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expert in the law, a lawyer stood up to test Jesus 
saying, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life? What is written in the law? And how do you 
read it?” He answered, “Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your 
mind, and Love your neighbor 
as yourself.” The lawyer 
was quoting Deuteronomy 
6:5 and Leviticus 19:18, 
understanding that the law 
commanded total devotion 
to God and love for one’s 
neighbor. Jesus then answered him affirming he had 
answered correctly. Jesus then said, “Do this and you 
will live,” but he wanted to justify himself and asked, 
“And who is my neighbor?” 

Who is your neighbor? There was a time when a 
neighbor was the person who lived next door or on 
your same block or down the road from your house. 
But neighbor has also had an institutional meaning as 
well. What does State Farm the insurance company 
say in their jingle, “Like a good neighbor – State Farm 
is there!” Who is there, who is my neighbor in the 
text?

Jesus answers in a parable, a story that is simple, not 
complex and has a every day meaning. Jesus taught 
in parables to describe to people simple truths about 
living and understanding who he was and what he 
was about. Jesus parables were not difficult stories 
just plain simple like vanilla ice cream, no razzle-
dazzle just simple and pure truth.

Jesus tells the story of a man going down to Jerusalem 
to Jericho and he got robbed. They stripped him of 
his clothes beat him and left him half dead. A priest 
happened to be going down the same road and when 
he saw the man he passed by on the other side. Also 
a Levite, responsible for the religious leadership of 
the Jews, surely would give aid to the beaten man 
but the word says that he passed by on the other 
side. This beaten man is 0 for 2 with the religious 
folk! Surely we would think better of the religious folk 

wouldn’t we, church? I mean maybe the priest had to 
meet someone who had inquired about some deep 
religious idea and he was in a hurry or the Levite 
had some important religious meeting to get to! We 

don’t know why they did not 
help the man, all we know 
is that they went to the 
other side! There other side 
then is the SILENCE NOW 
where religious folk can’t be 
heard when issues and items 
come to the forefront of the 
public square and a moral 
voice needs to be heard but 

you hear crickets! Where are the voices of justice 
and truth? Where are the voices of comfort and 
compassion? The world doesn’t need someone going 
over to the other side to avoid someone who needs 
aid OR silence on the issues of our day. The world 
needs to hear a voice that will speak truth to power. 
The world needs to hear a voice that is not afraid to 
fight against evil! The world needs to know that in 
this crazy, crazy world, someone still cares. When the 
religious folk act like Casper the Ghost and disappear 
God shows up and says I am going to act on behalf of 
my silent people and to those in need.

The word says but a Samaritan was traveling and came 
to where the man was, saw him and took pity on him. 
He went to him and bandaged his wounds pouring 
on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his donkey 
then took him to an inn and took care of him. The 
next day he took out two silver coins and gave them 
to the inn keeper. Look after him he said and when 
I return I will reimburse you for any extra expense 
you may have. The Samaritan was the least likely 
according to society to perform such an act. They 
were a mixed race people, hated by the Jews who 
saw themselves as pure descendants of Abraham. 
The Samaritans were produced when Jews from the 
northern kingdom intermarried with other peoples 
after Israel’s exile. But his ethnicity had nothing to 
do with his act of charity – he saw a need and acted 
accordingly. When Jesus told the lawyer to love your 
neighbor, we learn that our neighbor is anyone of 
any race creed or social background who is in need. 
When Jesus told the lawyer to love your neighbor 
sometimes the lack of love is often easy to justify 
even though we see in this instance it was not right. 
When Jesus told the lawyer to love your neighbor 
love means acting to meet the person’s need.

We see a collection of attitudes in our biblical 
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characters for this parable. To the expert in the law, 
the wounded man was a subject to discuss. To the 
robbers, the wounded man was someone to use 
and exploit. To the religious men, the wounded man 
was a problem to be avoided. To the innkeeper, the 
wounded man was a customer to serve for a fee. To 
the Samaritan, the wounded man was a human being 
worth being cared for and loved. 

Again children have a way of reminding us with their 
attitudes what it means to care for those who need 
some help and support. CBS this morning recently ran 
a story about a young girl in NW Arkansas, Ruby, an 
11 year old who likes to go to work with her mom 
who is a nurse and has to visit several nursing homes 
for her job. While her mom is working Ruby likes to 
go and visit some of the residents. As she began to 
visit she began to ask some questions, like, “If you 
can have any three things what would they be?” She 
thought she would get answers like money, houses, or 
a Lamborghini! But what she got was an electric razor, 
Vienna sausage, cheese and Dr. Pepper. With these 
answers she wanted to do something about it and 
started a program called, “Three Wishes for Ruby’s 
residents.” She also has a Go Fund Me activity to help 
get the residents what they would like to have. This 
really is not about food, Ruby is satisfying some basic 
needs to be remembered and to be cherished. Who 
needs a Lamborghini when you have all the happy 
you can handle in caring for neighbors!

– 3 –


