
This morning our scripture tells us that the followers of 
God when the day of Pentecost had come also known 
as the Feast of Weeks, were all gathered in one place. 
Pentecost was held 50 days after Passover and was 
a festival of thanksgiving for the crops that had been 
harvested. Jesus was crucified at Passover time and he 
ascended 40 days after his resurrection. Suddenly, the 
word says that a sound like the blowing of a violent 
wind came from heaven and filled the whole house 
where they were sitting. The Jews came from many 
nations gathered in Jerusalem for this festival. The 
word says they saw what seemed like “tongues of fire” 
that separated and came to rest on each of them.” 
Do you remember your first encounter with the Holy 
Spirit? One of my first encounters was a reaction, not 
engagement! I was sitting in the balcony of church with 
my parents and a lady starting making sounds as the 
preacher was preaching. I asked my parents afterward 
what was wrong with the woman and they said, “She 
got the holy spirit.” Many years later, as a seminarian, 
I felt what my parents were talking about when I was 
invited to the pulpit area of a church I was visiting with 
other students. I sat on the end near the choir and 
during the service a woman was singing, got “happy,” 
and moved her arms hitting my glasses clean off my 
face! 

There have been other moments when I felt the presence 
of the Holy Spirit, but we find it unique in our scripture 
how all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues as the spirit enabled 
them. Couldn’t another method of communication 
been used to get the message out or the word across? 
Tongues symbolized speech and the communication of 
the gospel. Fire symbolizes God’s purifying presence 
which burns away the undesirable elements of our lives 
and sets our hearts ready to ignite the lives of others! It 
was on Mt. Sinai God confirmed the validity of the Old 
Testament law with fire from heaven. And at Pentecost 
God confirmed the validity of the Holy Spirit’s presence 
by sending fire. At Mount Sinai fire had come down on 
one place and at Pentecost fire came down on many 

believers which symbolized God’s presence is available 
to all who believe in God. True to form, this was a 
fulfillment of John the Baptist words from Luke 3: 16, 
which says, “John answered them all: ‘I will baptize you 
with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the 
thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.’”

This was also the fulfillment of the prophet Joel’s words 
where he said in Joel 2:

“In the last days, God says I will pour out my 

Spirit on all people, Your sons and daughters 
will prophesy, your young men will see visions, 
your old men will see visions, your old men 
will dream dreams. Even on my servants both 
men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in 
those days, and they will prophesy. I will show 
wonders in the heaven above and signs on 
the earth below, blood and fire and billows 
of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood before the coming of 
the great and glorious day of the Lord. And 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 
be saved.”

God had made God’s presence known to the group of 
believers in an incredible way – wind, fire and the holy 
spirit. They were gathered and received God’s presence 
in this particular way. What if God were to reveal 
Godself to you in this way, would it be hard to get 
your attention? Sometimes God may reveal Godself in 
a small whisper so whatever way God reveals Godself, 
we should be patient, wait and listen.

The word goes on to tell us that there were God fearing 
Jews from every nation under heaven and when they 
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heard this sound a crowd came together in amazement 
because each one heard them speaking in his own 
language? The word names them Parthians, Medes 
and Elamites, residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrgia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from 
Rome, Cretans and Arabs. 
These people spoke in other 
languages as the international 
crowd gathered in town for 
the feast. All the nationalities 
represented recognized their 
own languages being spoken. 

A broad mix of people then and 
what would a mix look like now 
to remind us about the power of the Holy Spirit? Well 
if context is everything and we are in Alabama and 
the United States, what languages and dialects would 
help us truly understand what God was showing us in 
Acts 2 with the diversity of languages and location? 
What would it be like for Birmingham and Boston 
Folk, Maine and Muscle Shoals folk, Montgomery and 
Maryland folk, Huntsville and Honolulu folk, Gadsden 
and Gary, Indiana folk, Connecticut and Camden 
Hill? If God had the capacity to create Holy Spirit 
communications in Acts, just imagine what God can 
do today! Just think all those nationalities recognized 
their language being spoken with the help of the 
Holy Spirit. You ever been someplace and no one 

was speaking English? It is like when you travel on 
an airplane and you think to yourself while on the 
jet bridge this will be the last time you hear your 
mother tongue as you prepare to travel. Well I have a 
confession as it relates to language and my confession 
is that I live in a divided household. You have seen 
those license plates, Alabama – Auburn, Ohio State 
– Michigan, Georgia – Georgia Tech, and mine is 
language where half of the house speaks English and 
the other Patois. Sometimes when it is spoken by my 
wife and mother-in-love I understand and sometimes 
I have no clue! They do not talk about me in patois, 
they do it in English! So hearing the mother tongue is 
pleasant on the ears and is a reminder or connection 
with a community of believers.

In all those groups that were noted Christianity is not 
limited to any race or group of people. Christ offers 
salvation to all people without regard to nationality. 
Some people in Jerusalem were surprised to hear the 
apostles and other believers speaking in languages 
other than their own, the languages of other 

nationalities. Thanks be to 
God that God works all kind of 
miracles to spread the gospel! 
No matter what race, color or 
nationality or language God is 
still speaking. The question is 
are we listening?

Well the word reminds us 
this morning that when these 

languages were being spoken, because folk could not 
believe it they thought they were drunk! They were 
made fun of believing that they had to much wine but 
showing us the power of the Holy spirit pushing them 
and also us to consider how we might make meaning 
of the Holy spirit for us today. The Holy Spirit was a 
gift from God that marks the birth of the church and 
is a gift for those outside the Jesus movement, those 
who had lived in a language world not their own. It 
is a spiritual gift given not for the disciples but for 
the outsiders listening. God’s gift reaches outward to 
those outside of the immediate followers of Christ. 
The Holy Spirits gift to us is the power and opportunity 
to connect with others. We see this with our ongoing 
relationship with Shalom Baptist Church in Cuba and 
other local ministry partners. We see the work of 
the spirit continuing to work and evolve with us as 
we celebrate Pride month with all of God’s children. 
The Jesus community challenges existing religious 
norms just as Joel did. These visions and dreams 
turn the community outward with proclamation 
through outsider’s mother tongues. This helps us 
ask the question, what language would you speak 
in our missional location, if you were filled with the 
Holy Spirit? In other words how might those outside 
the congregation hear their mother tongue and be 
welcomed home? What languages are outside these 
walls in the different neighborhoods of this area. Or 
what type of communication like emoji, text or digital 
image, or language of music, or language of the heart 
or a spiritual dialect that would speak deeply into 
people’s lives. What would happen if we would ask 
the holy spirit to gift us with such native languages. 
Languages that would help us make a home in the life 
that God wants for God’s children.

This is what Peter proclaimed as they went from 
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gathered to scattered. Wait a minute this is Peter 
addressing the crowd! Peter had not been a little 
unstable and had denied Christ. But Christ had 
forgiven him and restored him. This was a new Peter 
who was humble but bold. This was the Peter who 
had been touched by the holy spirit who made him a 
powerful speaker for the Lord. Peter tells the people 
they should listen to the testimonies of the believers 
because the old testament prophecies had been 
fulfilled in Jesus, because Jesus is the messiah and 
because the risen Christ could change their lives. 
This was the new Peter not the old one and church 
don’t you like that about our God because just like 
he turned and used Peter with the power of the Holy 
Spirit, God can surely use us when we have lost our 
way, when we have fallen short, when we have sinned, 
God promises to forgive and make us useful for the 
kingdom. They were gathered and scattered and we 
celebrate the in breaking of the Holy Spirit to leave 
us in sharing the good news of Jesus Christ.

Every time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart 
I will pray!
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