
The bible reminds us this morning according to King 
Solomon, that wisdom is gained from God, “For the 
Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge 
and understanding.” (Proverbs 2:6) We have seen this 
demonstrated with different people from the bible like 
Joseph who prepared for a major famine and helped 
rule Egypt. We have also seen it in Moses who was a 
wise leader who learned all the Egyptian wisdom then 
graduated to God’s lessons in wisdom to lead Israel 
out of Egypt. In Bezalel we have seen this wise artist, 
who designed and supervised the construction of the 
tabernacle and its utensils in the desert. In Joshua we 
have seen it who learned by observing Moses, obeyed 
God and led the people into the promised land. In 
Solomon who knew what to do even though he often 
failed to put his own wisdom into action. We also see 
it in Zipporah, Moses’ wife, He was about to be put 
to death by the Lord, but Zipporah wisely intervened 
by circumcising his sons and therefore saving his life 
so he could fulfill his mission to lead God’s people out 
of Egypt. We see it in Hannah when the priest Eli was 
unable to decipher the difference between a rambling 
drunk and troubled women seeking the Lord, but 
Hannah gently corrected him and opened his eyes to 
see how God was at work. God’s answer to her prayer, 
her son Samuel, who became a great prophet who would 
anoint David as king. We even see it in the wise women 
of Tekoa where David was unwilling to forgive his son, 
but the wise woman of Tekoa helped him to see that 
reconciliation was better than banishment. Even Esther 
who was urged by Mordechai to use all of her influence 
to change the King’s deadly decree, but Esther humbly 
requested that first all the Jews in Susa gather for three 
days of fasting, demonstrating her belief that only God 
could save her and her people. These are some of the 
biblical characters who demonstrated being persons of 
wisdom.

We also have heard these words of wisdom over 
the years from different people like, “Never miss an 
opportunity to make others happy, even if you have to 
leave them alone in order to do it.” (Author unknown)

1. He has a face like a Saint – A Saint Bernard.  
(Unknown)

2. The empty vessel makes the greatest sound.  
(William Shakespeare)

3. Silence and smile are two powerful words. Smile 
is the way to solve many problems and Silence is 
the way to avoid many problems. (Anonymous)

4. Knowledge talks, wisdom listens.
5. I have never killed a man, but I have read many 

obituaries with great pleasure. (Clarence Darrow)

6. He has all the virtues I dislike, and none of the 
vices I admire. (Winston Churchill)

7. In the book of life, the answers aren’t in the back. 
(Charlie Brown)

8. To succeed in life, you need three things: a 
wishbone, a backbone and a funny bone. (Reba 
McEntire)

9. Mistakes are painful when they happen, but years 
later a collection of mistakes called Experience 
leads us to success.

10. A wise man listens to advice. (Proverbs 12:15)

Wisdom has called us to see biblical characters that 
have demonstrated what hearing from God is like and 
wisdom has called us to recall sayings that have shown 
us the wise ways of in human interaction.

Here in our scripture this morning, wisdom is clearly 
defined as a woman who guides us and makes us 
succeed. Wisdom’s appeal in Proverbs 8 does not exist 
in isolation but is part of a larger dialogue of voices 
across the book that prompts the student to discern 
the way of wisdom from the way of foolishness. In 
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chapter seven the voice of the strange woman, 
represents foolishness and danger, and also stands at 
the crossroad making an appeal for the simple minded 
to pass her way. She entices him with her smooth 
words and yet her ways will lead to destruction. 
Her words are smooth, sweet 
promising juicy delights. We 
see the opposite in Proverbs 
8 where wisdom is a woman 
whose beauty is grounded in 
the virtues she possesses. Her desirability is found in 
her strength, sense of justice and her produce rather 
than riches. 

It is also interesting that the voices of these are in 
many ways comparable. They both appeal directly to 
the student in the first person voice and their plea 
is alluring and desirable. But the consequences of 
following their voices are displayed in different ways. 
The appeal of the strange woman in chapter 7 ends in 
death, the woman of wisdom offers life! While offering 
these alternative visions in chapter 7 and in chapter 
8, Proverbs shows us a process of discernment that 
requires the reader, follower of God to develop an 
agency in negotiating competing voices and to 
choose the wiser! When we don’t money becomes 
more important than morals. Confusion becomes more 
important than compassion. Transgressions become 
more important than truth! We have to be wise on 
competing voices. Proverbs is urging us to choose the 

wiser course in negotiating what we here in the voice 
of the woman of wisdom. This activity today seems to 
be no different than the skills required in navigating 
the world in which we are constantly confronted by 
competing visions of making it in today’s society. We 
see it in media and entertainment, sometimes we see 
it in the comments of our friends and neighbors with 
different product reviews that seek to shape, and 
have a bearing on our habits, choices and even our 
character.

We see this in social media where there are many 
voices that compete for our attention. Each voice is 
embedded with its own values that may do us harm 
and we have to decide looking beneath the surface 

in order to choose wisely. The call of wisdom in 
Proverbs 8 seeks to shape the follower’s desires in 
the way of righteousness, justice and truth so that 
they can seek the things that lead to wise living. 
We need wise living today, in our homes, schools, 

churches, places of business 
and in our community. Wise 
living that will empower and 
sustain. Wise living that will 
lead toward wholeness and 

service. Wise living that demonstrates to future 
generations the importance of finding wisdom and 
staying close and heeding her voice of wisdom!

Lastly, we see in proverbs that God does not create 
alone. One commentator makes clear that “wisdom is 
created by God and wisdom is not a co creator of the 
world, but is God’s companion and witness through 
the act of creation.” Creation occurs in community. 
It is in community where the people of God have the 
opportunity to work and serve on behalf of God. It is 
in community where God shows God self to be led 
in God’s way. It is in community where the creativity 
of God’s people have the capacity to hear her voice 
speak with direction communicating to live in truth, 
righteousness and justice. Wisdom is calling today 
for communities to act on God’s behalf for those who 
do not have a voice. Wisdom is calling today for the 
church, the community of believers to help transform 
a dying world and make her live again. Wisdom is 
calling, will we hear what she is asking us to do? 
Sometimes even when our ears may not hear well, 
God still reminds us of her call to us. A wise man once 
wrote a story about a woman who one night had a 
dream. She dreamt she was walking along the beach 
with the Lord. Across the sky flashed scenes from her 
life. For each scene she noticed two sets of footprints 
on the sand: one belonging to her and the other to 
the Lord. When the last scene had flashed before her, 
she looked back at the footprints and she noticed 
only one set. She also noticed that this happened 
during the lowest and saddest times of her life. This 
bothered her and she questioned the Lord. 

“Lord, you said that once I decided to follow you, 
you would walk all the way with me, but I noticed 
that during the most troublesome times of my 
life there was only one set of footprints. I don’t 
understand why, when I needed you most, you 
deserted me.” 

The Lord replied, “My precious child, I love you 
and would never leave you. During your times of 
trial and suffering, when you see only one set of 
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footprints, those were the times when I carried 
you in my arms.”

Come and seek the ways of wisdom, she who danced 
when earth was new.

Follow closely what she teaches for her words are 
right and true.

Wisdom clears the path to justice, showing us what 
love must do.
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