
Well, I was taught to be a non-anxious presence. If 
you can see the insides of me it feels like the fourth 
of July ten times over! I am anxious and excited at the 
same time and want to give special thanks to the staff 
committee, church staff, and congregation for allowing 
me to walk with you during this time of transition as 
the Interim Pastor. Angela and her mother Mrs. Eulanda 
are not here today and our under the weather and 
the weather is not helping. I have learned in interim 
ministry training, another term for interim is “temporary 
shepherds” say temporary shepherds. A temporary 
shepherd is one called by the congregation to also 
work with the local church during this time of transition, 
but in its description it reminds me specifically, of the 
large gift Pastor Sarah received from the deacon board, 
the huge crook. With my huge imaginary crook, my 
hope is to walk with the congregation and understand 
more of at least five focus points as we go through 
this period of transition. The first is heritage which is 
reviewing how Baptist Church of the Covenant was 
shaped and formed. The second is mission which is 
defining and redefining the congregations’ sense of 
purpose and direction. The third is leadership which 
is reviewing the congregation’s way of organizing and 
developing its leaders clergy and laity and if needed 
creating a new structure for development. The fourth 
is connections, which is discovering all of the networks 
and relationships the faith community builds beyond 
itself, including its relationship with its denomination. 
The fifth is future which is synthesizing all of the interim 
work and giving it to the appropriate Baptist Church 
of the Covenant entity in preparation of receiving the 
new pastor. History, mission, leadership, connections 
and future will be some of the touchstones along this 
journey. 

I am reminded of a conversation that an older clergy 
person had with younger clergy, who asked the question, 
“What gives you life, in helping you do ministry? One 
person said, “Chocolate!” Another person said, “Being 
like Jesus, being close to the water.” Another person 
said, “If I could have consistent workouts at the gym.” 

Another person said, “Chocolate!” Another one said, 
“Just spending time with my dear family.” Another 
person said, “If I could have consistent devotional 
times.” Another one said, “Chocolate!” 

So this morning when we look at the life giving acts, 
we learn through the life giving acts that we read 
this morning in scripture, we learn that life giving 
acts provide provision, guidance, sanctification and 
protection. Church, I am wondering how you would you 
define your experience with the Lord. How would you 
define how it is and what it has been like? For David, 
we see in the scripture that he wrote out of his own 
experience as describing the Lord as the shepherd. 
He spent his early years caring for sheep. Sheep are 
completely dependent on the shepherd for life giving 
acts of provision, guidance and protection. In fact I 

understand sheep cannot see to far. I am sort of like a 
sheep when I take off my glasses, you all look good but 
you look kind of different. And beyond that door way in 
the vestibule I cannot see anything! The new testament 
calls Jesus the good shepherd, the great shepherd and 
the chief shepherd. As the Lord is the good shepherd, 
we are his sheep not frightened, docile animals but 
seek to be obedient followers. And even during this 
time of transition we might display some anxiety like 
dispositions as sheep and that is only because we are 
human! When there is change from the norm, change 
from the not predictable type of schedule, change 
in not seeing the regular people and no I don’t wear 
high heels on Sunday, we might get a little anxious! 
But thanks be to God, we are called to be enlightened 
enough to follow the one who will lead us in the right 
places and in the right ways. Sometimes church in a 
humorous way animals are able to help us with that. 
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A German shepherd, a Doberman pincher and a cat 
have died. All three are facing God who wants to know 
what do they believe in. Well, the German shepherd 
looking very astute said, “Discipleship, training and 
loyalty are what I believe in.” God said, “Good answer 
you should be here on my right side. Doberman what 
do you believe in?” “Love, 
care and protection of my 
master!” “Good answer,” 
says God, “You sit here on 
my left side. Mr. Cat what 
do you believe in?” The cat 
responded, “I believe you are 
sitting in my seat!” 

But church, when I read this scripture, and your history 
in your history book as a church I see your why! I see 
your mission, I see your mission in your bylaws on 
what you do what you do! To worship God, to serve 
others in the name of Jesus, to proclaim the good 
news of Jesus Christ, to welcome all who seek Christ, 
to promote justice, to love one another. I see and feel 
affirmation with the Lord. The shepherd is not foreign 
here and you are not confused by the shepherd’s 
actions in creation because this shepherd knows 
how to provide life giving acts. It can be easy to just 
read this psalm and think it is talking about animal 
qualities of sheep but more so on the discipleship 
qualities of those who are willing and able and open 
to follow. When we allow God our shepherd to lead 
us we can have contentment. But when we choose 
to sin, s-i-n, you know go our own way instead of 

God’s way we cannot blame God for the environment 
that we create for ourselves. Our shepherd knows the 
green pastures and the quiet waters that will renew 
and restore us. We can reach those places by only 
following God obediently. We must remember that 
when we want to do things are own way or do our 
own thing, or dance to our own music because it is 
popular, cool or I read it on the internet or somebody 
sent it to me on Facebook , Snapchat or Instagram 
rather than go by the way of God we will have 
something up against us. We are called by God to do 
and receive these life giving acts, we know that we 
cannot get those things from places like the federal 
government, state government, local government. We 

cannot get them from the schools that we went to 
or the zip codes that we live in, or our friends or our 
sorority sisters or fraternity members, but we can get 
them when we go the way of God.

The text also talks about death and how it can be 
a cloud over us because 
we can be helpless in its 
presence. We can deal with 
other challenges like pain 
and suffering and disease 
but strength and courage 
can never overcome death. 

Only one entity can do that, and that is our God 
because God promises that God will walk with us 
even through death’s darkest valley and bring us 
safely to the other side. The God of life, our shepherd, 
and because life is so uncertain we should follow this 
shepherd who offers us eternal comfort.

In the near east culture, hosts, anointed their guest 
with oil and protected their guests at all costs. God 
offers the protection of a hosts even when enemies 
surround us. In the final ending the word says, we 
see that believers will dwell with God whose gives 
life giving acts. God the perfect shepherd and host 
promises to guide and protect us through life, to 
bring us to be with God, our God forever. Amen!
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