
have been brother and sister! That’s 
crazy to think about isn’t it? It’s crazy 
because, Emma, the decision of faith 
you have made makes four generations 
of Whirleys and Berthiaumes in this 
church and it makes you my sister…my 
sister in the faith!

The scripture your Dad just read is also 
about two sisters: Mary and Martha. I 
wanted you to hear those verses today 
because by standing in this water, you 
are professing the same faith that they 
did when Martha said to Jesus: “You are 
the Messiah, the Son of God coming 
into this world.” Then Martha does a 
lovely thing. She finds her sister to be 
sure she knows that Jesus is calling to 
her. It is what all these people in your 

big family of faith have been doing to 
you…they have been finding you in 
choir and in missions and in Sunday 
School and at camp to make sure you 
knew that Jesus is calling to you. It 
is our prayer for you, my sister in the 
faith, that your testimony to God’s love 
will continue to help others hear Jesus 
calling to them too.

Valerie Burton:
In obedience to the commands of our 
Lord and Savior, I baptize you Emma 
Kate Berthiaume in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.

 
Luke 21:1-4, 22:1
(Before the baptism of Avery Milyn Allen)

Jesus was teaching in the Temple to 
all the people when He looked up and 
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John 11:20-28 
(Before the baptism of Emma Kate Berthiaume)
After Lazarus died, Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and 
met him, while Mary stayed at home.  
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have 
died. But even now I know that God 
will give you whatever you ask of him.”  
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.”  Martha said to him, “I know that 
he will rise again in the resurrection on 
the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, 
will live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, 
I believe that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God, the one coming 
into the world.” After she had 
said this, she went back and 
called her sister Mary, and told 
her privately, “The Teacher is 
here and is calling for you.”

The Word of the Lord…
Thanks be to God!

Sarah Shelton:
I have a question for you, Emma. It’s 
not a test; it’s just conversation. Do you 
know what your grandfather calls me?
He calls me “Little Sister.” Do you know 
why he calls me “Little Sister?”

Your great grandparents, the Whirleys, 
were foreign missionaries. They were 
returning to the mission field and needed 
a family for your father to stay with until 
he started college. Because he was so 
young, we were going to adopt him so 
that should any major decisions be made, 
my family would have the authority to 
make those decisions. So if this had 
happened, your grandfather and I would 
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saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; 
he also saw a poor widow put in two small copper 
coins. He said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has 
put in more than all of them; for all of them have 
contributed out of their 
abundance, but she out of 
her poverty has put in all 
she had to live on.” With 
Passover drawing near, 
the chief priests and the 
scribes sought how to put Jesus to death, because 
they feared the crowds.

The Word of the Lord…
Thanks be to God!

Sarah Shelton:
When we read Scripture, if we look hard enough, 
we find all sorts of women doing all sorts of things. 
Mostly, they are taking care of the details. What is 
really amazing, however, is that Jesus notices them, 
speaks to them, heals them and it almost always gets 
him in trouble. 

So in the passage your Mom just read, Jesus sees a 
widow being faithful. She is putting her offering in 
the offering place. It is small, just two pennies, but it 
is all that she had and she puts it in God’s hands for 
use in the kingdom. 

What is interesting to me is that she is doing this 
faithful act without knowing that Jesus is pointing 
her out as an example of faithfulness. She’s doing the 

right thing out of genuine love and devotion. So my 
dear, Avery, this is our prayer for you: that you will 
be found faithful in both the large and the small acts 
of devotion, without a care for recognition. And in 
the doing, may you rest assured that Jesus is also 
being faithful, using your efforts for the good of the 
Kingdom.

Valerie Burton:

In obedience to the commands of our Lord and Savior, 
I baptize you Avery Mylin Allen in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Luke 22:54-57, Matthew 
27:15-26 
(Before the baptism of Addison 
Sloan Allen)
They seized Jesus and led 
him away from the Garden 
of Gethsemane. They 

brought Jesus into the high priest’s house. Peter was 
following at a distance.  When a fire was kindled in 
the middle of the courtyard and those gathered sat 
down together, Peter sat among them. A servant-girl, 
a maid, seeing Peter in the firelight, stared at him 
and said, “This man also was with Jesus.” But Peter 
denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.”

After being questioned by the chief priest and 
elders, Jesus was brought before Pilate who was 
the governor. Jesus would not give Pilate any 
answers to his questions. At the feast, the governor 
was accustomed to release for the crowd any one 
prisoner whom they wanted. And they had then a 
notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. So when the 
crowds gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you 
want me to release for you, Barabbas or Jesus who 
is called Christ?” For he knew that it was out of envy 
that the chief priests and elders had delivered Jesus 
up. Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment 
seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do 
with that righteous man, for I have suffered much over 
him today in a dream.” So Pilate, after the crowds 

screamed for Jesus, released Barabbas 
and delivered Jesus to be crucified. 

The Word of the Lord…
Thanks be to God!

Sarah Shelton:
The two women in the scriptures that 
your Mom just read are women who 

are not afraid to speak the truth. One speaks the 
truth about Peter being a friend of Jesus when Peter, 
himself denies even knowing Jesus! And the other 
speaks her personal truth about Jesus to one of the 
most powerful men in all the Passion Week narratives, 
because he has the power to decide if Jesus lives or 
dies.

It would seem that both of these women know about 
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Jesus. Maybe they heard him teaching or maybe they 
witnessed a miracle, but nowhere in Scripture does it 
say that they believed. 

You are here today, Addison, because you do believe. 
You know, personally, the love of Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, it is an even more important challenge 
that you summon up your courage to speak a good 
word about Jesus in whatever circumstance you may 
find yourself. Talk about Jesus to your friends and 
loved ones; speak up about your love for Jesus in the 
world beyond this church and show those in powerful 
places how Jesus Christ can bring peace and joy. 

Valerie Burton: 
In obedience to the commands of our Lord and Savior, 
I baptize you Addison Sloan Allen in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

 
John 19:23-25a, Matthew 27:54 
(Before the baptism of Ian Bennett McLauren)
When the soldiers had crucified 
Jesus, they took his clothes and 
divided them into four parts, one 
for each soldier. They also took his 
tunic; now the tunic was seamless, 
woven in one piece from the top. So 
they said to one another, “Let us not 
tear it, but cast lots for it to see who 
will get it.” This was to fulfill what 
the scripture says,

“They divided my clothes among themselves, and 
for my clothing they cast lots.”

And so this is what the soldiers did.

But when the centurion saw what took place, he 
praised God and said, “Certainly this was the Son of 
God.”

The Word of the Lord…
Thanks be to God!

Sarah Shelton:
Those soldiers were doing their jobs. They were 
doing what they had to do in order to bear what their 
jobs entailed. Like funeral directors who tell jokes 
at funerals, they were finding ways to endure the 
hardness of what their job required. So they made 
Jesus a crown; they put a sign that said “King of 
the Jews” to mock him; and they gambled away his 
seamless tunic.

There was, however, one centurion who, in taking in 
all the joking and the misery; the laughter and the 
grief, came to faith. He declared that Jesus is the 
Son of God.
 
Ian, you maybe better than anyone else, know how 
hard life can be. The betrayal of family, the brokenness 
of relationships and trying to make it with limited 
resources in the face of the hardness of life. Knowing 
that there is a season for everything under heaven, 
you have found a way to do what is necessary to keep 
your faith, humor and music alive. Like the centurion, 
you know that Jesus will provide a way with faith, 
hope and love. You have been looking for a long time 
for a way to give a blessing of integrity to your faith, 
and because of a friend’s loving concern for you, you 
came to Baptist Church of the Covenant and for the 
first time in a very long time, you began to trust…to 
trust enough to declare like the centurion, “I believe 
that Jesus is the Son of God.”

So In obedience to the commands of our Lord and 
Savior, I baptize you Ian Bennett 
McLauren in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

 
John 19:38-42
(Before the baptism of David John Sims)
After these things, Joseph of 
Arimathea, who was a disciple of 

Jesus, though a secret one because of his fear of the 
Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of 
Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so Joseph came 
and removed his body. 39 Nicodemus, who had at 
first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing 
a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a 
hundred pounds. 40 They took the body of Jesus and 
wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according 
to the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now there was a 
garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the 
garden there was a new tomb in which no one had 
ever been laid. 42 And so, because it was the Jewish 
day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they 
laid Jesus there.

The word of the Lord…
Thanks be to God!

Sarah Shelton:
To those who know the history of Baptist Church of 

Like the centurion, 
you know that 

Jesus will provide 
a way with faith, 
hope and love. 
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the Covenant, they recognize your name immediately. 
Your grandfather, John Sims, was not only a charter 
member, but he was the Minister of Music who 
helped bring this church into being. Your parents, 
strategically involved in this church, and now you, 
a third generation, professing faith, being baptized, 
and serving alongside all of us…it is just too great!
I know, however, that such strong family connections 
can weigh on you. It has taken a circuitous route for 
you to get to this point of claiming personal faith, 
as I imagine it took Nicodemus, who was weighed 
down by the law. He first comes to Jesus, in the dark 
of night, asking about being born anew, and Jesus 
gives that well-known response: For God so loved the 
world, that God gave His only Son, so that whoever 
believes in Jesus will have eternal life.

Scripture says Nicodemus left in the dark, meaning 
he still did not believe, but then, he shows up after 
the crucifixion with Joseph of Arimathea to make 
sure Jesus’ body is properly 
cared for. Nicodemus is still 
interested, still following.

You remind me of Nicodemus, 
David – all these years, 
still asking questions, still 
interested, still following…but 
here’s the difference, David: You 
are believing! You believe Jesus’ 
answer that Jesus is God’s son 
and if we believe in him, we will 
have everlasting life. So, today, 
David, through the symbolism 
of being buried and raised to new life, I baptize you 
David John Sims in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

 
Luke 23:53-56
(Before the baptism of Katherine Laurel Goodwin)
When Joseph wrapped Jesus’ body in a linen shroud, 
it was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was 
beginning. The women, who came with Jesus from 
Galilee, followed Joseph. They saw the tomb and 
how Jesus’ body was laid. Then, they returned to 
prepare spices and ointments, and on the Sabbath, 
they rested according to the commandment.

The word of the Lord…
Thanks be to God!

Sarah Shelton:
Nine years ago, Katie, your parents and I stood at 
the front of this church and dedicated ourselves to 
telling you the stories of faith and that we would 
acknowledge you as a masterpiece of God’s creation. 
All of us have watched you grow in wisdom and 
stature and in favor with God and mankind. While 
there is still a lot to learn, your faithfulness to being 
a follower of Jesus really shows. In fact, it reminds 
me of the women that Patrick just read about. It is 
the women who support Jesus’ ministry financially; it 
is the women who stay with Jesus as he carries his 
cross to Calvary; it is the women who stand at the 
foot of the cross to witness his horrible death; it is 
the women who make sure that they know where his 
body is laid, and it is the women who are the first to 
discover an empty tomb and to proclaim the good 
news that Jesus is not dead. No, he is risen!

Our hope, Katie, is that you will have the courage to 
be like these women, present, 
observant and willing to act on 
what you know to be sure and 
true…and as a result, that you 
will see the risen Lord and have 
the privilege of proclaiming the 
gospel in powerful ways.
In obedience to the commands 
of our Lord and Savior, I baptize 
you Katherine Laurel Goodwin 
in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

 
John 20:1
Early on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and it was still dark.

Darkness, as used in scripture, is often a euphemism 
for lack of understanding, confusion or evil. Darkness 
in the Bible is bad news. In the first testament, light 
stands for life and darkness for death. When God is 
angry with people, they are plunged into darkness. 
Locusts darken the land. People grope in the dark 
without light. 

In the stories around the crucifixion, darkness is 
prevalent. It is night when Nicodemus comes to and 
leaves from Jesus. It is night when Jesus is arrested. 
It is night when Judas betrays and Peter denies. It is 
dark when the soldiers gamble for Jesus’ things. The 
world is covered in darkness when Jesus dies. Jesus 

Our hope is that you 
will have the courage 

to be like these women, 
present, observant and 
willing to act on what 
you know to be sure 

and true...
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is put into a tomb as night is drawing night, and it is 
still dark when Mary Magdalene comes to the tomb 
on the first day of the week.

We move quickly from the bright, loud and cheering 
celebration of Palm Sunday into the darkness of 
Holy Week characterized by betrayals, denials, and 
rigged trials culminating in crucifixion. It is a time of 
darkness, yes, but because we know the rest of the 
story, it is also a time of great joy. The testimonies 
of the six baptized today remind us that we all find 
Jesus in different ways, at different times in our lives 
and that we will be used by Christ in different, but 
equally important ways. Our task is to uncover what 
that means in our own lives and then, to live into 
the tension that occurs between Palm Sunday and 
Easter Sunday so that we not only have the faith 
to withstand the darkness, we have the courage to 
explore it so that
 In the face of evil, we have hope,
 In the face of failure, we are confident
 In the face of death, we live life 
 In the face of despair, we rejoice.
 (Steve Garnaas-Holmes)

Perhaps there are decisions of faith that need to be 
made today. If you would like to profess Jesus Christ 
as your Lord and Savior or to become a member of 
this congregation, I would invite you to come to the 
front where Valerie Burton will receive you as we 
stand and sing the hymn of response, #829, “My Faith 
Looks Up to Thee.” 
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