
use today’s scripture texts as truncated 
verses, in other words, separating the 
references about divorce so they can 
be used to cast judgment on divorcées 
and then looking to the children as 
only a sentimental gathering, they 
are meant to be seen in relationship 
to one another. It seems that Jesus is 
continuing to teach his disciples about 
what it means to live in community by 
welcoming any vulnerable person.

I suspect that anyone who has 
experienced divorce gets a little antsy 
when they come to church on the 
Sunday that this gospel text is read. So 
I think it important for us to hear what 
Jesus is saying about the vulnerable and 
hurting having supportive community. 
Jesus is NOT saying a divorced person 

is excluded from the communion table. 
Jesus is NOT saying that a divorcée 
cannot serve as an elected leader of the 
church. These restrictions are human 
attempts at moral guidelines, however 
wrong they may be. It seems our church 
traditions have taken a scriptural text 
(as we are wont to do) and demanded 
punishment never called for in even the 
most literal of readings. (Barbara Lundblad, 
“Let Them Come to Me,” The Christian Century 
1991.)

Think about all the hard sayings and 
ethical demands that fill the gospels: 
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It ended up just being one of those 
things that happens with children 
sometimes. But at the very moment 
we gathered in her hospital room, we 
thought the surgeons were coming at 
any moment to whisk her away for an 
emergency appendectomy. With no 
medication so that her symptoms would 
not be masked, she looked mighty 
small laying in that big hospital bed. 
She was just three years old and she 
was the calmest of us all. While Valerie 
and I talked with the anxious parents, I 
noted that Lloyd sat down next to the 
patient’s bed. They talked about the 
movie she was watching calmly, quietly, 
almost reverently. From across the room, 
I suggested that we gather about the 
bed to pray. She immediately pulled her 
baby hands from beneath the covers 
and reached for ours. She 
closed her eyes and while 
I thought I was in charge 
of the praying part, I soon 
realized she was. I said, 
“Dear God,” and then she 
echoed me clearly in her 
small voice, “Dear God.” So 
we said a-repeat-after-me 
prayer in which she fully 
participated. I suspect she would have 
led it if I had only had enough presence 
of mind to allow it. Now I have visited 
in a lot of hospital rooms. I have prayed 
over the snoring, the unconscious, the 
dying and those terribly afraid, but 
I’m telling you, never have I been with 
someone as composed and receptive as 
this sweet baby girl of ours.

Now that pronoun “ours” is important. It 
is important because it claims her. She 
belongs not just to her parents, but she 
belongs to this community as a valued and 
loved child of the kingdom. While some 
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Dear Friends,
Thank you for wanting 

to read and study these 
thoughts more 

carefully. Please know 
that I do not take full 

credit for anything that 
may be contained within, 
because I may have read 

or heard something at 
some point during my 
pilgrimage and do not 

remember its source and 
thus, cannot give the 

rightful author his/her 
credit. I pray that you 

will find inspiration and  
encouragement.

Sarah Shelton

Children of the Kingdom
Psalm 8:1-9; Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:1-16

WHERE FAITH COMES TO LIFE

It seems that Jesus is 
continuing to teach his disciples 
about what it means to live in 
community by welcoming any 

vulnerable person.



what is the punishment for owning two coats? …
for being angry with your sister or brother? …
for continuing to hold a grudge against an enemy? 
Scripture clearly says these things are wrong, yet 
does not add ecclesiastical punishments for the faith 
community to enact. Instead, the gospel brings into 
our vision the kingdom 
of God where goods are 
shared (even beyond 
the monthly food drive 
for Greater Birmingham 
Ministries), where anger 
is acknowledged and 
reconciled before sundown, where enemies are 
faced and forgiven, and where promises made in 
love are celebrated. The reality of failure on any of 
these counts does not boot out the vision. Rather, 
community grieves when divorce occurs, when we 
remain angry past sundown, when we hold grudges. 
The community grieves because hope is damaged, 
when we are called to a lifetime of love. We must 
keep before us that even when divorce opens the 
way for new life, it is still borne out of deep pain 
and the jagged edges of broken promises…the exact 
place where God’s presence is reliably found to bring 
comfort and healing. God does not use our failures as 
a testing ground for loyalty and faithfulness. But in 
today’s lesson this is exactly what the Pharisees are 
attempting.

The Pharisees use divorce as a litmus test for Jesus. 
And Jesus, in his usual way, takes their situational 
ethic and flips it around in order to address their 
hardness of heart. Jesus seems to be saying, “Divorce 
isn’t about a legal contract or the social status that is 
established through the exchange of sheep and coins 

for a bride. No, divorce is taking into account the 
fair treatment of all whom God creates, especially 
the least of these.” And the least in that time and 
in that culture were the women and the children, for 
they were the most easily dominated and exploited 
and were dependent on others for their livelihood. 
Jesus, incredibly, continues to push the plate by 

emphasizing how community addresses the needs of 
the most vulnerable by taking onto his lap children.
The disciples had tried to turn them away, when Jesus 
gives his strong emotional response. It is beyond 
indignant. He is “incensed” as he gives three courses 
of action. 

1) Do not stop them now. 
2) Do not continue to stop 
them in the future. 
3) Do these things because 
the Kingdom of God is 
associated with little 

children. (James Bailey, “Experiencing the Kingdoms as 
a little Child,” ) 

His action to hold and bless them cannot be mistaken: 
welcoming the vulnerable and needy graciously is 
not only our task for personal involvement within the 
faith community, it also invites responsible action in 
our world, because in welcoming the vulnerable, we 
welcome Jesus.

So this morning, as we gather as a faith community 
around the Lord’s Table, give thanks to God that you 
are claimed as a child of the Kingdom. One who is 
received and celebrated just as you are. Give thanks 
for those who always made room for you on their pew; 
who held you in their arms literally and figuratively; 
and for those who kept you in the church community 
when you were hanging on by a mere thread. Then 
give thanks for a Savior who never turns us away. 
Instead, he nurtures us with bred and wine, reminding 
us of an abundant love that welcomes and cherishes 
us. Jesus welcomes us here and meets us here to 
bless the ties that bind us together.

God does not use our failures 
as a testing ground for loyalty 

and faithfulness.
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So this morning, as we gather 
as a faith community around 

the Lord’s Table, give thanks to 
God that you are claimed as a 

child of the Kingdom. 


