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  Urban Ministry Research 
 

The Council on Mission has been busy at work on a short term project to move us ahead in 
our dreams for a ministry center and a plan for how we will use the facilities we will own by 
2010.  The Urban Ministry Research Project will be presented in its entirety at the Business 
meeting on August 6.  This article is a preview in order to help us begin to understand what 
we are undertaking.  We will need everyone’s involvement and input in order to get a true 
picture of how our future might unfold.  The plan has three main areas of research. 
 
Research area 1 is within the city of Birmingham.  Dennis Wilson is the chair of this group.  
It will involve collecting information about our neighborhood…what services are offered 
here and which are not; what is actually located within a five block radius of our church; 
meetings with City officials about the sewer issue; meetings with our neighbors such as Mar-
tin’s Florist and Southern Research; developing a priority list of renovations for our current 
facilities and working with architects about what our future facilities might look like. 
 
Research area 2 is within the church itself.  We will be involved in a Bible study about spiri-
tual gifts and take an inventory in order to determine what our gifts might be.  There will be 
discernment exercises conducted during Lent.  And a church census, coordinated through 
Baylor University, will be taken in January. 
 
Research area 3 is outside of the city of Birmingham.  Sara Hoover and Allan Burton are co-
ordinating this research of ministry opportunities all over the southeast so that we might go 
and have hands-on learning in already established ministry centers.  Church members will be 
asked to choose a site, date, and then go with prepared questions for an overnight work visit.  
The questionnaire given to each group will assist in retrieving consistent information. Each 
participant will be asked to cover his/her expenses.  In February, all participants will meet 
together to share their experiences and information gained. 
 
The Council on Mission will then take all the information gleaned from the three research 
areas and begin to find the common themes.  The ideas that are generated from the informa-
tion will be used to present to the congregation several ideas in the fall of 2009.  As the con-
gregation discusses the options, our hope is that a central plan will emerge that we can build 
momentum towards.  Our fortieth anniversary will be in the fall of 2010.  Our goal is to have 
a plan in place to celebrate on the anniversary. 
 
Obviously, many details have been glossed over.  You will want to be a part of the informa-
tion sharing on August 6 and the doing throughout the next several months.  What can you 
do?  1) PRAY for our collective wisdom in making these decisions.  2)VOLUNTEER!  
There will be plenty of opportunities for individual  involvment.  Listen as the research areas 
are described and find a place where you can participate.  With excitement over the possibili-
ties as we serve together, I am 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 



Pictorial  
Directory 

The Communications Committee needs 
your help in developing a pictorial direc-

tory.  Pictures will be taken every Sunday and 
Wednesday in August.  Please sign up for a time slot 
on the sheets in the  back of the Fellowship Hall.  The 
other important item is updating your information for 
the directory.  Please review your information, indicate 
any changes or check that it is correct.  

Fisher Humphreys will lead the Adult Bible Study 
while Pastor Sarah and Big Mama (Lloyd) will lead 
fellowship games.  The early bird special is $90.00 per 
person when paid by August 17th (three nights lodg-
ings and meals beginning with Saturday morning 
through Monday morning).  After August 17th, the 
retreat fee is $95 per person. Children, under 2, are $20 
each unless their food is provided by their parents.  For 
those who wish to stay off campus but eat with us, the 
cost is $40.00.  Pre and post retreat lodging is $24 per 
person per day.  Registration forms must be received 
by Sunday, August 17.  All money must be paid by 
Sunday, August 24.  Registration forms are in the Fel-
lowship Hall and in the church office.  If you have 
questions, call David Henderson, 681-0351 or Rick 
Traylor, 995-9963. 

2008 BCOC Annual  
Labor Day Retreat 

Friday, August 29 - Monday, September 1 

New Voices on the Phone 
As we return to our full programming at 
Baptist Church of the Covenant, the 
number of calls, requests and reserva-
tions increases.  In order to provide the 
best service and information to you, vol-

unteers have been enlisted to answer the phone, greet 
guests, receive deliveries and assist the staff.  These 
volunteers will be in the glass foyer of University Blvd 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. each day.  The schedule is: 
 
     Monday  Jack Brymer  
     Tuesday  Bob Duffy  
     Wednesday  Mary Ann Kirkpatrick      
     Thursday  Jean Thomason  
     Friday  Rick Traylor 
 
We are appreciative of each volunteer's willingness to 
serve and we hope you enjoy being greeted by your 
church family. 

Coming Attraction! 
Dr. Fred Craddock will be our pulpit guest and 
banquet speaker on Sunday, September 7.  The 
Congregational Life Committee will coordinate a pot-
luck lunch in the Fellowship Hall after Sunday School.  
The membership of Bethlehem Baptist church will join 
us.  

Join us at the  
Covenant Cantina for the  

Annual BCOC Youth Talent 
Show & Dinner 

August 10th, 5:00 p.m. 
 

It’s time to dust off your costumes, brush up your tal-
ent and bring in your “Mariachi Band Bucks”!   Enjoy 
a delicious taco bar for dinner at the Covenant Can-
tina.  Come dressed in your favorite fiesta wear, if you 
wish!   
 
Don’t miss the FUN, FOOD, LAUGHTER AND …
maybe even some TALENT! 
 
Make your dinner reservations with the church of-
fice or on the sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall 
by August 6th.  Adults $5 and  children $3.  The show 
starts at 6:00 p.m.  All proceeds go to Youth Passport 
‘09 

Weight Watchers at BCOC 
 

Anyone interested in joining a Weight Watchers group 
at BCOC on Monday evenings, please contact Melissa 
Evans, 858-8065 or maevans00@hotmail.com.  We 
must have 15 interested individuals to start the group. 
Melissa will be the leader. 

Equal Voice for America’s Families 
Saturday, Sept. 6, 11:00 a.m. - 5:00p.m. 

BJCC 
Register at www.arisecitizens.org 



Week of  July 20 
Budget                         $7,226.58 
Bldg/Property Purchase  908.00 
Rogers Fund                    10.00 
Gardner Mission Fund  150.00 
Gardner Fund (Jadita)   150.00 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

At Home 
Bill Stonecypher 
Elaine Peterson 
Grafton Keeney 
Michael Clark 
Paul Hall 

Rehabilitation and Healthcare 
Jerry Martin  
2728 South 10th Avenue, 35205 
 
Hong Kong 
Jerry and Ruth Moye   

       Week of July 27 
Budget                           $4,138.17 
Bldg/Property Purchase   201.00 
Gardner Mission Fund    1,000.00 
Gardner Fund (Jadita)         70.00 
 

9-Rick Traylor 
11-Monty Hogewood 
12-Laurie White 
14-Shirley Brymer 
14-Rachel Richardson 

YTD – May 2008 
YTD Receipts - $212,727.88 

YTD Expenditures - $224,366.88 
YTD Budget Requirements - $240,000 

4-Paul Richardson 
    Richard Martin 
5-Baeka Boylan 
4-Gerry Burke 
7-Mary Sullivan 

You Must Have Been a Beautiful Baby! 
 
Retreat participants are asked to give Sarah and Lloyd 
Shelton a baby picture by August 25.  These are to be 
kept secret, so do not show them off just yet! 

August 

Marshall Justice Burton 
Born July 21 

 

Mary Hines in the death of her niece,  
Mary Andrews. 

Congratulations to the proud parents,  
Valerie & Allan Burton and big brother, Carter! 

Wednesday Night Kick-Off 
 
Children’s Music and Missions Kick-Off  will be 
Wednesday, August 6.  Parents join children in the 
sanctuary from 5:45-6:10 to meet Kathryn Hoppe-
McQueen, this fall’s Missions leaders and to receive 
other important information.  At 6:10 p.m., the parents 
may return to the Fellowship Hall.  Children will enjoy 
music, outdoor games, and a moon-bounce until 7 p.m.  
Parents pick-up children in the back parking lot.  All 
youth meet for Talent Show preparation with 
Sharon and Patrick Chappell in the youth area.  Adults 
will have a business meeting in the Fellowship Hall. 

Weekly Wednesday Evening Schedule  
Beginning August 13, 2008  

  
5:00 - 5:45 p.m.: Covenant Ringers Rehearsal, Stone Bldg  
 
5:15 - 6:00 p.m. Dinner is served in the Fellowship Hall 
 
     5:15 p.m.:  For children, accompanied by an adult,  
 parents and Children's Missions/Music workers.   
     5:30 p.m. The serving line is opened for all who  
 have reservations.   
 
5:45 - 6:25 p.m.     
  Children's choir (grades 1- 6) will meet with Kathryn  
 Hoppe-McQueen in the Choir room & room 203. 
  Preschool missions will meet in room 104 with Laurie  
 White and Mary Helen Dixon. 
 
6:15 p.m.:  Announcements for adults and youth in the  
 Fellowship Hall 
 
6:25 p.m.:  Prayer time for the adults and youth in the  
 Fellowship Hall 
 

6:30 - 7:00 p.m.     
  Preschool choir will meet with Kathryn Hoppe-
 McQueen in room 203.   
  1st - 3rd grade missions will meet in room 214  
 with Denise Jacks.   
  4th - 6th  grade missions will meet in room 212 
  with Kit Heifner and Nancy Yarbrough.   
  Middle school mid-week Bible study will be in  
 room 209.    
  Adults will have mid-week Bible study in the  
 Fellowship Hall. 
  
7:00 p.m.:  Dismissal of all groups.  Parents are to 
  pick up children from their meeting rooms. 
  
7:10 - 8:45 p.m.:  Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - 8:30 p.m.:  Senior high youth meet at  
 Vestavia City Center Starbucks with Mike  
 Martin (every other Wednesday beginning  
 August 13). 

 



Deacon of the Week: Denise Gardner 815-3867 
 
Sunday, August 3 
VSP Pickup - Elaine Peterson, Tex Hawley 
  9:00 a.m. - Morning Worship: Communion, John Duke preaching 
     Lobby Monitor - Don Yates 
     Ushers - Deacons 
     Greeters - Deacons 
     Offering - Deacons 
     Preschool - Mary Helen Dixon, John McLendon, Rachel  
  Richardson, Susan Richardson 
     Offering Counters - Patrick Chappell, Cindy Ponder 
10:00 a.m. - Coffee Fellowship - Shirley Brymer, Carol Watson 
10:30 a.m. - Sunday School  
     Preschool 1 & 2 - Room 103 - Dana McNiel, Tracie Wade 
     Preschool 3 - Room 101-102 - Linda Martin, Stacey Young 
     Preschool 4 - Room 108 - Denise Gardner, Janet Goodwin,  
  Stevie Hoven 
     VSP - Elaine Peterson 
     Sack Lunches - Seekers 
     Building Lockup - David Goodwin 
11:45 a.m. - Education Committee 
12:00 noon - Bethel Baptist Church Worship in the sanctuary 
 
Monday, August 4 
12:00 noon - Overeaters Anonymous 
 
Tuesday, August 5 
  1:00 p.m. -  Staff Meeting 
  6:30 p.m. - Exchange Club Parenting Class 
 
Wednesday, August 6 
12:00 noon - Overeaters Anonymous 
  5:15 p.m. - Wednesday Night Kick-Off 
  Menu: Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Potato Salad, Baked Bean, Cookies 
  and Brownies 
  Clean Up: Jack Brymer, Patrick Chappell, Mary Hines, Carol  
  Johnson 
  5:45-6:10 p.m. - Children and parents in the sanctuary for Music & 
  Missions Kick-Off 
  6:00 p.m. - Bethel Baptist Bible Study in the Stone Building 
  6:10-7:00 p.m. Children enjoy music and outdoor games 
  Prayer time followed by Quarterly Business Meeting 
  All Youth meet to prepare for Talent Show 
     Lockup:  Todd Heifner 
  7:15 p.m. - Covenant Choir Rehearsal - Lockup: Larry FitzGerald 
 
Saturday, August 9 
  9:30 a.m. - Saturday Morning Grocery Ministry:  
  Betty Bock   

Deacon of the Week: Paula Heifner 205/980-2237  
Sunday, August 10 
VSP Pickup - Bill Smith 
 9:00 a.m.- Morning Worship: 1st Grade Bible Presentation  
     Lobby Monitor - David Litton 
     Ushers - David Groom, Karen Stephens 
     Greeters - Monty Hogewood, Jean Thomason 
     Offering - Frances Ferguson, Lynn Groom 
     Preschool - Peggy Sanderford Ponder, Kelly Mitchell, Jill Holley, 
   Cindy Ponder 
     Offering Counters - David Henderson, Carol Johnson 
10:00 a.m. - Coffee Fellowship - Denise Gardner, Carol Watson 
10:30 a.m. - Sunday School  
     Preschool 1 & 2 - Room 103 - Lauren Snyder, Melissa Evans 
     Preschool 3 - Room 101-102 - Linda Martin, Stacey Young 
     Preschool 4 - Room 108 - Denise Gardner, Janet Goodwin, 
   Drew Lasater 
     VSP - Elaine Peterson 
     Sack Lunches - Youth 
     Building Lockup - David Goodwin  
11:45 a.m. - Ministries Committee 
12:00 noon - Bethel Baptist Church Worship in the sanctuary 
  5:00 p.m. - Mexican Fiesta followed by the Talent Show                  
Monday, August 11 
12:00 noon - Overeaters Anonymous  
Tuesday, August 12 
  1:00 p.m. - Staff Meeting 
  6:30 p.m. - Exchange Club Parenting Class  
Wednesday, July 13 
12:00 noon - Overeaters Anonymous 
  5:00 p.m. - Covenant Ringers in the Stone Building 
  5:15 p.m. - Wednesday Fellowship Supper 
  Menu:  Pasta Bar with Marinara Sauce, Grilled Chicken Strips,  
  Italian Sausage, Meatballs, Italian Green Beans, Tossed 
   Salad, Italian Bread, Lemon Ice Box Pie 
  Clean Up: Shirley Brymer, Larry FitzGerald, Mary Ann  
  Kirkpatrick, Mary Oswald 
  5:45 p.m. - Childrens Choir (1-6 grade), Preschool Missions 
  6:00 p.m. - Bethel Baptist Bible Study in the Stone Building 
  6:15 p.m. - Adults & youth announcements and prayer time 
  6:30 p.m. - Preschool Choir,  Missions (1-6 grade) 
  Middle School Bible Study 
  Adult Bible Study  
     Lockup:  Todd Heifner 
  7:15 p.m. - Adult Choir Rehearsal  
Saturday, August 16 
 9:30 a.m. - Saturday Morning Grocery Ministry:     
  Sharon & Patrick Chappell 
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2117 University Boulevard 
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