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Sabbatical Story: July 22- August 4

Rev. Dr. Rodney Franklin isanative of the northern suburb of
Alabama - Chicago, Illinois - and has been serving as Pastor of
First Congregational Christian Church, United Church of Christ in
Birmingham for the past 13 years. He also served as Associate
Pastor of Mt. Zion Congregational Church in Cleveland, Ohio be-
fore being called to Birmingham. Rodney completed his academic
work at Talladega College, Emory University and United Theo-
logical Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. Rodney has served the Bir-
mingham community by being a member of the board of the Bir-
mingham Urban League, Leadership Birmingham and the Advi-
sory Board of the Pastoral Care Department of UAB Hospital.

Guest Preacher
Sunday, July 22 & 29
Rev. Rebecca DeBow is the Associate Rector of Saint Luke's
Episcopal Church. She served as rector of Saint Francis, Indian
Springs, for ten years, where she helped build a church and
blessed many animals. Prior to that, she was curate at Saint
_ ﬂﬁ Stephen's, Birmingham. After working as a paralegal in Washing-
w+ o ton, D.C. and mothering two young children, Rebecca earned a
.« , Master of Divinity at the Candler School of Theology (Emory
University ). She was ordained to the priesthood in August of
1995. For recreation, Rebecca enjoys playing with her bad dog,
Rosie (a Tibetan Terrier), hiking at Camp McDowell , traveling,
and reading fiction. Rebecca's husband, Mike, teaches property
and business organizations, among other things, at the Cumber-
land School of Law. Her son, John, attends the University of Ala-
bama and her daughter, Claire, attends The University of the
South.

On Call Schedule

John Duke, 482-6280

Week of July 22-28

Valerie Burton, Lay Minister, 595-9692

Mary Helen Dixon, Deacon of the Week, 967-9560
Week of July 29-August 4

Peggy Sanderford Ponder, Lay Minister, 591-8551
Larry FitzGerald, Deacon of the Week, 836-5103

Guest Preacher
Sunday, August 5

WEDNESDAY NIGHT PROGRAM
July 25: Fisher Humphreys-
We Are Pilgrims
August 1. Fisher Humphreys-
We Are Priests

Sarah’s Sabbatical Highlights!
Week of July 22 - New York City -
Interview Christopher de Vinck
Week of July 29 - Wrap up in New Y ork City



New Sunday School Class Offered This Fall

Interested persons are encouraged to register with the
church office for aclassto begin in September

called "Christianity After Jesus. The First 300
Years'. It will survey how the church came

about after Pentecod, it's conflict with Judaism and the
Roman Empire, how the New Testament came to be,
heresies, how the catholic church evolved and became
Roman Catholic, monasticism, the horrible persecu-
tions early Christians faced, Constantine' declaration
of the Empire's switch to Christianity, etc. Paul Hall
will lead the class which is expected to last for about
eight months.

We all have a story.........

While Sarah has been our pastor we have heard many
of her stories, and she has helped us see how our own
life stories can intersect with Biblical stories. During
Pastor Sarah’s sabbatical she is listening to the stories
of various storytellers, preachers, and authors. The
Sabbatical Committee (and Pastor Sarah) invites you
to write down your own story (your entire life story, or
parts of it). When she returns from her sabbatical in
September copies of the stories members of our church
have written will be presented to her during the Wel-
come Home party. When you have your story written,
please turn it in to the church office.

Be sureto reservethe Labor

summer and brought back glowing recommendations.
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Day W%kend Frlday August 3110 M’ond‘?y* SepTember 3 for gomg to |
Panama City for the 25th Annual Church-wide Retreat. Philip Gulley, a great fiction and non-fiction
Quaker writer and pastor, will be the retreat leader. Pastor Sarah had a great visit with him earlier in the

Join usfor vacation Bible school thisyear for some
underwater, faith-filled fun aswe:

make cool crafts

play zany games

sing fun songs

learn about discipleship

If you' re between the ages of
Pre-3 and 6th Grade, jump in!

Dates: July 23" — 27" Time: 5:30—8:00 PM
Contact: Denise Gardner, 966-877

Operation PASSPORT-Kenya 2007
Become an Investor Today -- Join the Pride!
Each share isonly $10
Become a LionShareholder by purchasing 5
or more shares.
Help send 3 of our youth to Kenyal!!

Vigt the OPK tablein Fellowship Hall Wednesdays
and Sundaysthrough July 31 to receive certificates
of owner ship.

Become an Investor Today -- Join the Pride!
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New Interim Drganist

The Staff Committeeis pleased to have enlisted the
services of Mark Jackson asour Interim Organist,
beginning August 5, 2007.

Plan on joining the large group of usthat will be at

the retreat. The cost will be $92.50 per person for lodging for the three nights and food for Saturday morn-
ing through Monday morning. (If you pay by Sunday, August 19, you will get a $5 per person dis-

count.) Children under 2 will be $20. For the few of you who wish to stay off campus but eat with us, the
cost will be $37.50 for meals. The deadline for signing up will be Wednesday, August 22. All money must
be paid by Sunday, August 26. A signup sheet will be in the Fellowship Hall or you may call the church of-
fice. If you have questions, call David Henderson at 281-8441.
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FINANCIAL REPORTS

Week of July8 Week of July 15
Budget $10,497.00 Budget $7,937.02
Building/ Building/

Property Purchase 80.00 Property Purchase 5.00
Rogers Fund 60.00 Rogers Fund 10.00
Gardner Fund 631.20 Gardner Fund 100.00
Mount Meru University ~ 20.00 Gardner Fund (Jadita)  20.00

201.00 Garumtoney Orphans 2,100.00
60.00 Organ Fund 10.00
CBF Missions 50.00

CBF Globa Missions
Gardner Fund (Jadita)

Y TD — June 2007
YTD Receipts - $251,939.75
YTD Expenditures - $248,472.41
YTD Budget Requirements - $277,917.48
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% For many of us, summer brings a welcome varia-
tion in schedule—trips to the beach, afternoons
% by the pool, baseball games, etc. But during the %
summer, most of the functions of BCOC continue
as usual and require the usual level of sup-
port. So if you are enjoying a change in routine
during the summer months, don’t forget that
BCOC sitill relies on your regular financial sup-
port. Your faithful giving during the summer
months will ensure that the ministries of the
church will continue to serve regardless of the
season. Thanks!

Morgan Ponder, Treasurer
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This Sunday, July 22, isthelast Day to receive do-
nationsfor the Food Drive for Greater Birming-
ham Ministries. Sincewe do not have afood pantry
thisisa good way for usto provide food for thosein
need. Please bring your generousdonations!

At Home Mexico
Mary Oswald Rosalia Marquez
Linda Scott I
Sara FitzGerald Rehablllta_tlon and Healthcare
Jerry Martin
2728 South 10th Avenue, 35205
Hong Kong
Jerry and Ruth Moye
Peace Corps, Benin, West Africa
Charles Reeves
July August
25-Walter Furman 1-Kristin Meyer
27-Tracy Stephens 2-Sarah Shelton

28-Lovell Litton
28-Cindy Walchli
28-Jimmy Hawley
29-Tex Hawley
30-David Y oung
30-Daisy Kiptoo
31-Caroline Humphreys
31-Susan Richardson

2-Kathleen Smith
4-Paul Richardson
4-Richard Martin

Birmingham Hospitality Network
6th Annual Reception and Silent Auction
Fundraiser
Thursday, July 26, 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
B & A Warehouse
For tickets and sponsorship packages, please contact
Lynn Coffey, 999-0354.

Everyone Is Invited to
Attend the
50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration
for Don and Esther Gardner
July 22, 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

No Gifts Please

Anyone wishing to give a special
remembrance is asked to make a contribution to
the Gardner Mission Fund.




Week of July 22

Valerie Burton, Lay Minister, 595-9692
Mary Helen Dixon, Deacon of the Week, 967-9560

Sunday, July 22
Last Day to receive donationsfor the

Food Drivefor Greater Birmingham Ministries
V SP Pickup - Ellen Dossett
9:00 am. - Morning Worship: Rodney Franklin, pulpit guest
Lobby Monitor - Walker Grooms
Ushers - Daniel Evans, Bill Bennett
Greseters - Janet Goodwin, Rachael Krech
Offering - Owen Grooms, William Lovechia
Preschool - Connie McCrory
Offering Counters - Marvin McConaghy, Robbie Y arbrough
10:00 a.m. - Sunday Morning Coffee Fellowship, George Crear
10:30 am. - Sunday School
Preschool 1 & 2 - Linda Martin, Marsha Henderson
Preschool 3 - Julie Burge, Eleanor Traylor
Preschool 4 - Denise Gardner, Kit Heifner
VSP- Lied Ward
Sack Lunches - Pathways
Building Lockup - Todd Heifner
3:00 p.m - 50th Anniversary Celebration for the Gardners

Monday, July 23
12:00 noon - Overeaters Anonymous
5:30 p.m. - Vacation Bible School

Tuesday, July 24
1:00 p.m. - Staff Meeting
5:30 p.m. - Vacation Bible School

Wednesday, July 25
12:00 noon - Overeaters Anonymous
5:30 p.m. - Vacation Bible School
5:30 p.m. - Fellowship Supper
Menu: Fried Chicken, Green Beans, Yelow Corn, Potato Salad,
Cookies and Brownies
Clean Up: Joe Dixon, Ellen Dossett, Eleanor Traylor, Rick Traylor
6:15 p.m. - Children’sMissions & Y outh Program
6:30 p.m. - Fisher Humphreys - We Are Pilgrims
Lockup: Jmmy Hawley
7:00 p.m. - Covenant Choir Rehearsal
Choir Lockup: Morgan Ponder

Thursday, July 26
5:30 p.m. - Vacation Bible School

Friday, July 27
5:30 p.m. - Vacation Bible School

Saturday, July 28
9:30 am. - Saturday Morning Grocery Ministry: Kathy Grissom
driver; Michadl & Elaine Childs, helpers
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Baptist Church of the Covenant
2117 University Boulevard
Birmingham, Alabama 35233-3188

Week of July 29

Peggy Sanderford Ponder, Lay Minister, 591-8551
Larry FitzGerald, Deacon of the Week, 836-5103

Sunday, July 29
V SP Pickup - Elaine Peterson and Tex Hawley
9:00 am.-Morning Worship: Rodney Franklin, pulpit guest
Lobby Monitor - Bob Duffy
Ushers - Youth
Greseters- Youth
Offering - Youth
Preschool - TBA
Offering Counters - Faye Wilson, Frank McCrory
10:00 a.m. - Sunday Morning Coffee Fellowship, TBA
10:30 am. - Sunday School
Preschool 1 & 2 - Linda Martin, Marsha Henderson
Preschool 3 - Julie Burge, Eleanor Traylor
Preschool 4 - Denise Gardner, Kit Heifner
VSP- Lied Ward
Sack Lunches - College
Building Lockup - Todd Heifner

Monday, July 30
12:00 noon - Overeaters Anonymous

Tuesday, July 31
1:00 p.m. - Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. - Exchange Club Parenting Class

Wednesday, August 1
12:00 noon - Overeaters Anonymous
5:30 p.m. - Fellowship Supper
Menu: Beef Tipswith Rice, Steamed Broccoli with Cheese Sauce,
Black Eyed Peas, Cole Slaw, Rolls, Cookies and Brownies
Clean Up: Jack Brymer, Mary Hines, Susan Richardson
6:15 p.m. - Children’sMissions & Y outh Program
6:30 p.m. - Fisher Humphreys - We Are Priests
Lockup: David Henderson
7:00 p.m. - Covenant Choir Rehearsal
Choir Lockup: John Hollis

Saturday, August 4
9:30 am. - Saturday Morning Grocery Ministry: David Groom
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